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Counting Down the Hours
By Blessing Musariri
(Zimbabwe)

Vuso’s soft belly is pressing against my back. His
face in sleep is ugly to me. His quiet snoring is a soft
tune that keeps me company in the long hours that
challenge my sanity at night.
What would Marita say if she knew? Probably,
“Don’t let me down. I know you’ll do the right thing.”
Marita knows nothing. She’s in the UK working as a
nurse – left home when it was still free and easy to go
that route. Now you have to pay to do the course and
getting a visa is no walk in the park. Then there’s
Tawona. As big brothers go, I sometimes think he’s a
figment of my imagination. He left when the money
started coming in and mama and baba could proudly
send their son off to college in the States full tuition
paid. It’s been three years and they don’t even know
that he dropped out of college to pursue his hip-hop
dream. He calls himself Z3, “Coz that’s what I’m fina
buy when I strike gold baby girl, coz Z stands for my
country in the motherland, gotta keep it real ya kno’.”
He says it’s a shame that no one speaks his mothertongue over there because, “I done forgot my words,”
he says, “Can’t speak that shit no mo’.”
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It’s only been four years since he left but he’s
managed to completely disappear into the echoes of rap
lyrics. I never asked him what the significance was of
‘three’.
A dog barks outside and I think of Buster, at home.
Did mukoma Givie remember to feed him? One day that
dog will die of neglect. Sisi Marian doesn’t seem to
care. These are people who were left to look after me
but their indifference to life in general has made them
dependent on me. If I’m not there, nothing gets done.
I’m too young for all that responsibility and I’m tired of
it. Perhaps I won’t go back. Ever. That house that
swallows me up with its silences.
I was eating ice-cream as I walked back home from
the shops when Vuso stopped the car. He thought I
needed a ride. I let him think it. I’d met him several
times before. He’s married to mama’s friend Virginia so
it was okay to catch a ride with him. Even if I hadn’t
known him, I might have got in anyway. I invited him in
for a drink – it was hot outside and he stayed a bit and
talked. As he walked back to his car I stared at the roll
of flesh at the back of his head and I wanted to take it
between my fingers and pinch it. The thought made me
giggle and he turned back and looked at me with a
question. I just smiled at him with my secret thought
glinting from my eyes.
“So, what are doing over half-term? Are you going
to the farm to see your old man?”
I shook my head.
“Is your mother coming home from Namibia?”
She couldn’t get away from work, there was a big
conference going on so there
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